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Emmetsburg Public Library Board of Trustees Regular Monthly Meetin

Emmetsburg Public Library
5:00 p.m., Tuesday August 19, 2025

Conference Room 14

Call to Order: The Emmetsburg Public Library Board of Trustees regular monthly meeting was
called to order by President Kathy Merrill at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 19, 2025 in Conference
Room 14 of the Emmetsburg Public Library. Trustees present were Merrill, Sue Brown, Anne
Johnson, Chelsea Rouse, Joe Veltri, Joel Hoyman and Vice President Jacob Neff. Trustees Sarah
Brugman and Joe Schany were absent. Library Director Nathan Clark was also present.

Agenda Approval: The agenda prepared by Library Director Clark was posted and distributed in
advance of the meeting. Trustee Brown moved to approve the agenda. Trustee Johnson seconded
the motion, which carried, 7-0.

Minutes Approval: The minutes of the July 2025 meeting were provided for the trustees. Trustee
Veltri moved to approve the minutes of the July 2025 meeting. The motion was seconded by Vice
President and carried, 7-0.

Bill Approval: The expenses for the month of July 2025 were read by Library Director Clark. Vice
President Neff moved to approve the expenses for the month of July 2025. The motion was seconded
by Trustee Hoyman and carried, 7-0.

Public Comment: No members of the public were on hand for the public forum.

Correspondence: No correspondence was presented this month.

Board Committees:  Finance & Budget Committfee: The committee has not met since the last
Board meeting and has no report.

Recruitment & Orientation: The committee has not met since the last Board meeting
and has no report.

Standards & Accreditatiom The committee has not met since the last Board meeting
and has no report.

President Merrill appointed a special committee for assisting with Marketing. The
trustees included are: Vise President Neff, Trustee Rouse, and Trustee Brown.



Trustee Hoyman moved to approve of the need for the special committee. The motion
was seconded by Trustee Johnson and carried, 7-0.

Library Director's Report: Library Director Clark told the trustees about a seminar the library will be
hosting on Tuesday, September 30" at 5:30 p.m. St. Croix Hospice will be the presenters, and the
topic will be end-of-life planning for all.

Clark said that the following week on Thursday, October 2% at 6:30 p.m. the library will host
Emmetsburg native, John Dinges. He is a distinguished journalist and professer who will be
presenting his new book, Chile in Their Hearts, which involves the country and time he is most well-
known for reporting in and about. Clark said that he regrets that he will miss this presentation as
he will be away at the ILA Conference on that date.

Clark told the trustees that Danna Weig, from Palo Alto County Public Health Community Outreach,
who holds regular office hours at the library every Thursday morning from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m,
has started a Cancer Support Group. The group will meet the second Thursday during her regular
hours at the library. She has arranged for speakers for each of the meetings through the rest of the
year.

Clark said that on Thursday, October 28" at 6:00 p.m. the library will host storyteller Darrin Crow
from Cedar Rapids. His program that evening will be “Morbid Curiosities: An Evening with Edgar
Allan Poe.”

Clark said that the following Thursday, November 4" at 6:00 p.m. Jillann Gabrielle, who has
performed many times at the library , will present a Joni Mitchell tribute concert. Different from her
past performances, this will be a concert, rather than an “ in-character” performance.

Clark shared that he had signed up for an exciting pregramming opportunity through Harvard &
Smithsonian not thinking that he would be selected and hear back immediately from them, which he
was. The program is “YouthAstroNet” and involves giving children access to remote robotic
telescopes, using them to image celestial ohjects, then manipulating the images, and eventually
producing a capstone praject. Clark said that he was eager to offer this to children as an
afterschool program this Fall ar Winter. He went on to say that really the only limiting factor of
participation was the availability of enough computers. It was suggested that parents of
participating children sign and outline of the program expectations and commitment. Clark said that
he thought it was a good idea, and that training materials would be made available soon.

Lastly, Clark told the trustees ahout the upcoming early-out programs that will be beginning within
two weeks with the start of the school year. He said that for the first one in August, Wells Dairy
{Blue Bunny)} will be visiting for a presentation about their business and they will be bring ice cream
treats for everybady on August 29" Clark continued that September 26" will see a hired company,
DoArt Productions present a program encouraging creativity. The other "big” programs land on
Octoher 24" November 21%, and December 19, Clark said the remaining Fridays will rotate among
STEM Builder Camps (building toys), Game Days (tabletop games), interactive movies (with props
and call-outs), Retro Video Games, and other ideas that the staff come up with.

Unfinished Business; The policy up for review, the Tornados and Thunderstorms Policy, was given its
second reading. No changes were made at the last meeting, and no new changes were suggested.




Trustee Rouse moved to approve the second reading of the Tornados and Thunderstorms Policy
Trustee Veltri seconded the motion, which carried, 7-0.

The policy up for review, the Bulletin Boards Policy, was given its second reading. No changes were
made at the last meeting, and no new changes were suggested. Trustee Rouse moved to approve
the second reading of the Bulletin Boards Policy Trustee Johnson seconded the motion, which
carried, 7-0.

New Business: The policy up for review, the Safe Child Policy was given its first reading. Library
Director Clark said the policy defines how young is too young for children to be left in the library
unattended. He went on that parents’ judgement in this matter appears to vary greatly throughout
the community, as there often are situations that skirt the boundaries set forth in this policy.
Thankfully, he said, there have not been any situations where young children were left in the library
without parents able to be contacted at closing time for many years. No changes were suggested.
Trustee Hoyman moved to approve the first reading of the Safe Child Policy with no changes. Vice
President Neff seconded the motion, which carried, 7-0.

A beard member had asked for review of the high shelving of books in the Fiction section. Clark
explained that it was a temporary measure related to the combining of Mystery, Sci-Fi/Fantasy, and
Fiction into one section. Trustee Veltri said that he felt it created safety issues for patrons hrowsing
and staff who are shelving in the area. Clark said that they would reverse course on utilizing the top
shelf, as they had anly just started and were not very far into it.

A board member had asked for review of the situation with regards to enforcement of concealed
carry of weapons on college property. The trustees asked Clark to inquire about signage at the
library end of the building laying out the prohibition of firearms on the premises and to make sure
that staff know they can call the police for escort when closing the library.

For the hoard education module, Library Director Clark presented the requested Mometrix tutorial.
Mometrix is the new test preparation resource provided by the State Library, replacing BrainFuse.
As the resource is available to all lowans, access is simply a matter of estahlishing an account and
signing in. Once signed in, patrons have a wide variety of standardized tests to choose to practice.

Clark also showed the trustees the service the library staff had demonstration access to for a few
weeks: Comics Plus. Clark showed the trustees the curated cotlections that were available with the
service for children and young adults, as well as the collection in its entirety. Clark said that the big
selling point for Comics Plus was that it was unlimited simultaneous access, meaning that multiple
people could be viewing the same digital comics at the same time, and that there was no limit to
how many people accessed. Trustee Johnson moved to approve purchasing Comics Plus for the
library. The motion was

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: No items were suggested at this time.

Upcoming meetings: The next meeting of the Emmetsburg Public Library Board of Trustees was set
for Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. in Room 14 Conference Room of the Emmetsburg Public
Library..




Adjourn: President Merril asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Brown moved to
adjourn, which was seconded by Vice President Neff. The motion carried, 7-0. The meeting was
adjourned at 6:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Nathan R. E. Clark, secretary pro tem Date
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Ka ryn Merrill, President, Board of Trustees Date
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Emmetsburg Public Library

Petty Cash Fund
Expenditures for August 1-31, 2025

508 P ta

1 _Amoun cription!
812212025 Nathan R. E. Clark $37 .44 Postage

8/5/2025 " Lori Morey $113.02 Summer Reading Program Prizes
8/5/2025 Lori Morey $10.89 Program Refreshments
8/9/2025 Nathan R. E. Clark $4.99 Program Refreshments
8/18/2025 Lori Morey $14.97 Program Refreshments
8/20/2025 Lori Morey $54.40 Back-to-School Night Handouts
8/28/2025 Nathan R. E. Clark $9.00 Program Refreshments/Napkins
8/28/2025 Nathan R. E. Clark $17.10 Program Refreshments
Line Item Total: $224.17

Petty Cash Total: $261.61




